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The purpose @C our tm’}o to New Mexico was to })artici]oate ina
cultural exchange. “The ]oﬁmse, eultural excﬁange" seems a little
* Eourgeois and distant to me. How audacious of me to use such a
Joﬁony, materialistic Joﬁmse to describe what 1 hesitate to cﬁzﬁ’ne
even now. ‘1 say materialistic because the word "excﬁange"
dé}oreciates the universa[ity of the word "culture" to a level o
socio-economic, rather than spm’tua[ consideration. The phrase,
cultural excﬁange," then, is consyicuous(y inadéquate to describe

the gpirituaf gtﬁ giw’ng and receiving 7 exyerienced’ in New Mexico.
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New Mexico is a y[ace @C adobe Joa[aces that squat on the
sides cf mountain ranges that are little more than hills a[ong the *
massive sﬁyﬁne, As our group stru led down the roc@y mountainside
of Bear Canvyon like the amateur ﬁ%?ers we were, 1 was reminded of
azy ants who have lost their carm’ages somewhere between the *
boulder and the stream. Every other g[cmce or so the sﬁyﬁ’ne
changed, as did the com]oﬁexions of the em}oty-ﬁand:ecf travelers. 1
watcged’ the roasting ?lngfos, their }mﬁz, }n’né skin Earﬁecuing
beneath the sun as their ﬁ’gﬁt eves burned beneath the brim @C straw
hats. And 1 saw the horizon d%’ﬁen as the }oeo]o[e took on a
dusk-colored hue that is the same as New Mexico's autumns and
adobes. The dusk-colored peo le who are native to the area wear
their hair in long, thin Emicé) that are Eeginning to silver: tﬁey
look at the sun gcore tﬁey fa(ter "good morning" }oﬁeasantries.

One of these dusk-colored men wraps his braid around itseg" *
at the nape of his neck and oﬁ[ers his sad;mtions ina Laguna

[anguage that tickles my ears. Laguna is the name of his peop&z; *
tﬁey are a ‘Native American tribe of about eigﬁt thousand, (ivir[lg

qm’et@ beside the New Mexican [andgcaye. T ﬁey built a school a few
years ago with the money tﬁey received for a[fowing their land to be
Jooisonecf Ey uranium mines. "Ten million dollars was a lot of money

back then,” he says. He {peaﬁs cluiet[ , and it doesn't matter 1f 1 *
foggive him for dy f/

when he was supposed to love nature more than financial secum’ty.

He doesn't neediﬁdy s m}oatﬁy, because 1 know that the short [ittle

school fu[[ of Eronzec,ﬁ braided children is ﬁea[ing his soul-scars.

n’vizg a truck fu[[ of uranium and mother's earth
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F foyof Solomon is about 50 years old. He wears g(asses, and
his hair is streaked with silver syio(er—weﬁs. He is a member of the
Laguna tribe cf New Mexico, and he spealés in an unaccented ﬂng(a
articulate except when he first says hello. He remembers a time *
when the river that runs a[ongsiofe his reservation was fu([ c% ish
and goocf water to drink. "Q\fow," he says, "the fisﬁ that are left are
Jaoisonecf, and the water tﬁey swim in is toxic to touch.” When he
takes us on a tour cf the reservation, he yoints to landmarks that
are almost audible reminders {ff Laguna ﬁistory. There is a Catholic
Church built Ey Sjacmianfs who in the 18th Century came to Laguna
land searcﬁing for old in the age of American colonization. Tl ﬁ%y *
cficfn;’?fincf any goﬁ: but almost 300 years later their descendants
foun a uranium site and claimed it as _payment owed. He Jaoints to *

the ﬁigﬁway that has re}o[acezf the railroad that circumvented the
reservation 50 years ago. The old train station is still stanc[ing;

it reminds F [oyd cf the tourists the railroad Erougﬁt to Laguna and

the suﬁsequent commercialization cf Laguna culture as the tourism
incfustry became their economic stability. And he _pauses for a *
moment to remember how the railroad rougﬁt ﬂngfo money and busi-

ness

to the reservation, and how the hi ﬁway took away their children.

Hundreds of [augﬁing, Laguna cgifc[ren taken from their Laguna home
because their parents believed in salvation tﬁrougﬁ education and *
yie(cfecf their children to Anglo schools that taugﬁt

mono-culturalism. When the children came back, tﬁe_y shunned the *
traditionalist ways and told their _parents that it was time to be

American Before cutting oﬁc their braids. The _parents determined to *
build a school cf their own where their children would never again

have to trade their culture for education. ’Fina[[y, he Erings us to

a wide, open ﬁe[d that traditionalists use for ceremonial urposes. *
It is deserted now, and the sun beams ﬁotfy on the ﬁard,jc)zfay

grouncf, but 7 imagine the cfancing (imbs and fi}os of Laguna Jaeoyfe *
serenacfing solstices and sunrises.

New Mexico is a funny Ja[ace where Anglos and ﬂ-ﬁgpanics are at*

the top cf the socio-economic ﬁiemrcﬁy and Native Americans, like
the Laguna tribe hgf New ‘Mexico, represent the strugg[ing, r‘?)ressed
ie

segment of every lerarchical society. The easy association here is

to ﬂfm’can Americans. ﬂﬂstoricaffy, blacks in America have been the *
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scapegoat victims of this country's racist attitudes, ]orompted’ ﬁy

the ethnic insecurities of its "majority" culture. ‘Unfortunate(y,

the American ideal o "[iﬁerty, justice and eclua(it t/for all" is

on(y a]o}o[icaﬁfe to the white American generic. All other cultures
that strive to preserve their tmd’itionaﬁsm are labeled Jorimitive,
anti-American, and socia[@ i?‘érior. During the 1920s until the
1940s revo[utionary blacks who advocated equa[ity and justice were
[abeled Communists and insurrectionists, isofating them from the
"wro-democratic Joatm’otism" of the World War }oen’od’s. It didn't
matter that blacks fougﬁt in the world wars, ﬁqping to win the

ap roval of white America and show their support for an eclua[ity
that was never intended for them. ﬂﬁer the wars, when tﬁey
returned to their sﬁcmtytown communities, tﬁey were still _poor and
]oatronized: as were the Native Americans. As a result, a
sz’l’f-segregatecf society (ﬁeve[oye(f where the ethnic groups isolated
themselves in order to preserve their culture and protect themselves
against dé}oreciation. In New Mexico, Native Americans assign
themselves to reservation communities because they don't want to be
seduced Ey the me[ting pot mytﬁ of American oﬁ’}ozmatic: neutral,
diluted, and uni-cultural. So instead, tﬁey Jorostitute the land
tﬁey [ive on and allow outside com}aanies to mine their earth for
money. They use the money to build schools H(OT their children and
]91’?/1/ that the new schools will prevent the se fing-out of their

culture for a }oro-assimi[ation ﬂng(a education.

On the Laguna reservation ‘1 caugﬁt a g[im}ose of two ‘Native
American teenage irls out of the corner of my evye. Both girls were
dressed in very m’bgan, American clothes, and one gir[ ﬁadgco(ored’
her heavy, dark hair with ﬁoney blond streaks. As tﬁey gigg[eo[ back
and fort ina si([y conversation yqajoered’ with a Laguna accent, 1
tﬁougﬁt how even here the perce tion of femaﬁz Eeauty has been
assaulted by the white ideal. QJEe Native Americans are a Striléing

eople, with their co]o,per-col’oreof skin and dark hair, but aren't we
all "Blacks, ‘]—ﬂ’syanics, Asians' (ﬁﬁérent variations of the same
finguistic cop-out: ethnic, striﬁing, unusual? How racist are
comp[iments uagﬁec[ b adj’ectives that note etﬁm’city? 7 am
pretty, for a black girl, but my rocessed hair and manufactured’
maﬁeu}o imitate the yafe, blonde girl} who are supyosed to be
]orem’er than me sim])[y because tﬁey are white.” Here
categom’zations 'ethnic ﬁeauty versus American Eeauty' intimate a
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superior-inﬁrior pﬁi[osopjy and make young girfs [ike me and the
Indian gir[ with the blond streaks cherish an "inférior" }orettiness *

tﬁal' we attem}at to maﬁe COT’H}?CLT’CLE&Z to Caucasian Eeauty,

Miles away from the Laguna reservation [ies a spmw[ing urban *

center for New Mexico,s commercial ind’ustry. ﬂ[ﬁerquerque is the
ccg)iw[ cf this quiet state, and it spreaofs its%[f m’ce@ across the *
sharp curvatures @C the rocﬁy [ancfsca]oe. There is a school in
ﬂ[ﬁerquerque that has received national recognition for its academic
and extracurricular programs. It has an $8,000 per year tuition and
boasts a standard }ooﬁcy to d’i\/ersgfy the student 60({;/ inan ?fon‘
to simulate the meltin pot }oﬁi(oso ﬁy of America. Behind the *
footﬁa[[ fie[cf and to the right of the tennis courts stands a s’m’]o
of modern, academic faci ities; a librar Eui[(fing, a science *

ui[’d’ing, a math Eui[cfing, a fine arts gui[ofing, etc. The Euifofings
are almost snooty reminders of the rich endowment this school has,
and tﬁzfirsr-c[’ayss" education the ym’w’ﬁegec[ students who get
accepted to the Academy are able to take a(fvcmtage of, In the
cafeteria, ﬁotocqpies of Lord CByron's poetry centew:piece the
tables. T’Eis year the ﬂcadémy upd’ateo[ its swimming facifity to *

accommodate its new, O@mpzc-sized swimming }900[

It is hard not to be J’ea[ous of the school and its seeming[ *
endless tecﬁno[ogica[ resources. ﬁecentl’y, there has been a usg at

the school to expose its students to more ethnic variety, all owing

the privileged elite who attend that school to sﬁoy around for a

cuﬁire of which tﬁey approve. It is actua[[y mandator for
students at Alber, uerque Academy to }oartici}aate in ﬁizin treks up *
‘Bear Ccmyon an(} other natural l[andmarks throughout their seconcfary
school years. When 1 asked about excqotions to this rule, 1 got *
adamant reassurances that no student could com]o&zte a sc‘g)o( Year at

the ?lcadémy without comyﬁzting the trek up the area mountains. *

When

7 asked students and parents (primam’(y my host fami@) how the
ﬂcacﬁemy justlfied’ the hikin trips as mamfatory elements of the
school curriculum, noEocfy ﬁgad’ déﬁnite answers. T ﬁey skirted around
direct responses, ?ﬁ(em’n exjo[anations [ike, "That's just the way *
it is," and "It's a ways geen this way." Don't these eo’pl’e

understand that the mand’aw? ﬁiﬁing tn:p is a white, Eourgeois

gesture Ey tﬁe ‘Aca(ﬁemy to em mceﬂexpfoit ﬂncﬁan C’LL[t’LLT’ e in MW *
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ﬁft [ike an outsider, browsing a culture 1 deemed worth cf my

ﬁe[ when tﬁey take their year?/ Iiiﬁing treks up area mountains. ‘It

‘Mexico? ‘It is amazing to note the yamc[oxes here. Native Americans
universaf[y revere nature; ﬂ[ﬁerquerque ?lcacfemy mandates that its
students exyerience their natural environment on a two-week ﬁiliing
trip in the mountains. Isn't it just [ike rich, white institutions

[ike ﬂ[ﬁerquerque ?[cac[emy to dabble in cﬁjj(erence just because tliey
can? The ﬁiléing trek in itsegc isa fine idea, but 1 wonder if

students learn about the reiigious sigmficance to Native Americans

as their feet ]oouncf the sacred s[egping pfaces of syirits and cﬁiefs?

As 1 hiked a[ong the }oatﬁs of ‘Bear Canyon, 1 gainecf a small
undérstanding of ‘Native Americans, S}?i?’iﬁid[ cgfinity to nature. 1

attention. ‘1 imagine that this is how the students at the ﬂcacfemy

is hard not to resent the }orivi egecf opjoortunity ﬂcacfemy students
have to intimate[y insert themselves in Native American culture.

But at the same time, 1 understand that without this interaction

true racial eclua(ity is an imyossiﬁk dream.

As 1 talked to our tour guid’e, a fresﬁman at ﬁ[ﬁerquerque
ﬂca(ﬁemy, about his school, he admitted that the school mostlx
consists of rich, white kids. He added that the ﬂcacfemy Iiady
recent[y made ﬁorts to recruit a core ]ooyufation of Coloreds,
which he later cfamfiec[ as ‘Blacks, Asians, and ‘Hisyanics. fJason's
easy use of the word, coloreds shocked me. The word itseg" is not
?ﬁf‘fmsi\/e, but its historical context is. "Colored" s part of a
O;ﬂ [ist of ethnic labels black }ozgpfe in America have a a}ated’ to,
a qptecf, and discarded. Colored, for me, is a Eouzgeois word for
nigger, because it ?facecf blatant c[erogatories [ike }oicﬁ-a-ninny,
buck, negroes, etc. during the su]o]oosed’ racial awareness of the civil
rigﬁts era. The word retains a sense cf repression for me because
it s oﬁvious[y a verbal ejj(ort to mask or cfe-vii’(ify white,

suyremacist mentalities.

7 don't think Jason is a racist. But he is white and that
means that he doesn't have to think about Iiimseﬁf or his world, in
terms of race. There are some a(ivantages to Eeing an acﬁnow[ecﬁfged’
majority. For Jason, the rainbow-colored peqp[e who infi[tmte is
classrooms are ornamental. He, tﬁerefore, without any sense o his
racial insensitivity, is able to fum}o all ethnic groups outside the
great white mcy’ority under the term, colored.
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In a corner Oj: tﬁe SOUtFLWéSt tﬁere isa Jaface dkcomtecf Ey *

dust and adobe. It snows in the summer here, and the (anc{scaye
ffits between iced-over mountain yeaﬁs and rocléy summits. fvery *
Native American tribe here is a cﬁﬁcerent minority, and tﬁey [ounge

a[ong the avenues cf the Santa Fe ]o(aza, (end‘ing their culture to

the eager vendors wi(fing to Eargain for pottery and Tugs. The tour
guicfe at the Multicultural Museum in Santa Fe said that the Indian
women don't weave anymore. It's easy to see wﬁy. Who wants to sit
on a Santa Fe patio and cﬁcer ancient, magica( secrets to the Anglos
Jaassﬁgg By? ﬂ"ge songs here are sad, and ‘P(oya{ Solomon sings them
with his eyes. How iﬁficu[t it must be to wear an

fr’lng[o-assimi(ation mask, even 1f it means the construction of a
Laguna-ir’lcoma Middle School.
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